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My wife and I attended the
FACUG spring conference and it
was again a total success. There
were 173 attendees from 41 user
groups. They have done a great
job of keeping vendor support and
someone really excelled at obtain-
ing door prizes. Our raffle tickets
were not drawn until almost the
end of the first round (doorprize
drawing); typical for me, but we
still drew pretty good prizes. We
had to go to work that day and I
was ready to leave, but my wife
reminded me that Dave Whittle
would be doing the raffle for an
Intel motherboard and P4 chip so I
decided to stay for that. Good
thing because the first paper Dave
pulled had my name on it. I was
astounded and excitedly stepped
up to receive my great prize. What
really surprised me were all the
congratulations from people that I
know would have loved winning it.
Now all I have to do is get the new
machine built.
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Some of the roundtables were very popular tech session. It gave atten-
dees a chance to see some other products in action. It was a great confer-
ence and I congratulate all the planners for a job well done. APCUG was
well represented by some of its’ officers who mingled with the attendees,
and Peggy Ireland chaired a round table on the benefits of APCUG. A few
derogatory remarks by attendees during the vendor panel bothered me.
You will find my article in APCUG reports, and Dave Whittle also wrote one.
One person said the vendor support was poor and unacceptable. Another
complained about their bad experience with a free service offered by a ven-
dor who does it just to be helpful, and those were only two of the com-
plaints. I feel the vendor support we still have is very good and we are
lucky to have it. However, I still do not agree with asking vendors to pro-
vide meals for the event. Officers of both APCUG and FACUG always tell me
that people won't attend if they have to buy their own meals. Are we that
greedy and cheap? I hope not because the camaraderie and learning ex-
perience at these events is always great. What do you think?

Surprise Fella, You're Out Of Luck!

I read an article by Lynn Kauer, editor of the Blue Chip News, newsletter
of the Saginaw Valley Computer Association, that might interest you about
hard drive warranties. When purchasing an Iomega drive he was urged by
the clerk to purchase a store warranty because hard drive warranties begin
on the day of manufacture. At home, he checked the ITomega Web site, en-
tered the serial number of his unit just purchased, and found that the war-
ranty had indeed already expired. He still had 14 days from his date of pur-
chase to buy a store warranty.

When attending the Comp USA show, I talked to the guys from Western
Digital about that and they confirmed it was standard policy. They said the
problem is how long a drive sits on shelves at distributors and stores, and
that almost nobody keeps their purchase receipt. But if a purchaser still has
their store receipt should the drive fail within the stated warranty, they will
honor the warranty from the date of your receipt. I can’t speak for all ven-
dors, but keep your store receipts just in case that is their policy also.

I Did Something About The Weather

I'm still bragging about my new weather station. Both my wife and I

really enjoy ours, especially the Big Weather Picture accessory that lets you
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easily see all of the day’s stats at a glance. I've seen other brands at
shows, but none I've seen had anything like the Big Weather Picture. They
were at the Home & Garden Show recently and said they’d still honor my
deal of including an inside temperature sensor and a serial cable at no extra
charge. [http://www.peetbros.com] Even our visitors are always fascinated
and ask about ours. To get the special, order at [peetbros@peetbros.com].
We especially watch the peak wind speed information and the rain gauge.
We sometimes wonder when we are at work if it rained at home, but a
glance at the Big Weather Picture will tell us all that when we get home,
and how much.

A Deal Renewed

Right at my deadline, I had to withdraw a deal that they said was not
ready yet from Zio Corporation for a small and convenient product that
handles all of the memory cards for digital cameras and cell phones, and
also serves as a USB hub. Hopefully, it should be ready for the DealsGuy
column next month. In place of it I am reminding you about "CameraMate
VideoSafe” and "CameraMate Real Time Video” by Zio Corp from last
month’s column that had rebates expiring May 31, 2005. I am happy to say
they have extended those rebates. I will include text from a message they
sent me:

“Purchase select Zio Corp. products from any retailer from Feb. 05,
2005 through Sept. 30, 2005. Submit a completed rebate offer form; the
original UPC code from select Zio products packaging; a copy of the dated
‘Any Retailer’ receipt for the select Zio products purchase with the retail
price circled. Consumer also needs to include the rebate sticker (outside the
box) along with the UPC code.” For information on those products see
[http://www.easiestvideoever.com]. My friend is having a great time play-
ing with those Zio products that I asked him to test out for me last month.

Announcement For ActiveStartup Deluxe - Below is an edited announce-
ment:

“I'm pleased to inform you that HexileSoft releases ActiveStartup De-
luxe! We offer a 30% discount on ActiveStartup Deluxe to user group mem-
bers.

“Smart StartUp Manager For NT-based Windows OS With Anti-Malware

(Continued on page 4)



Options. Startup manager is a popular software category with dozens of dif-
ferent titles. ActiveStartup Deluxe has been specifically designed for net-
work-based Windows versions, like Windows NT, 2000 and XP. The program
gives its users a brain-dead simple way to backup and restore startup set-
tings, add/delete/disable programs on the startup list, and control services.

“Unfortunately, the Internet is packed with malicious software like an
overstuffed sandwich. Viruses, worms, trojans, spyware and other malware
can easily sneak into PCs and wreak havoc. Oftentimes, the only way to
catch the intruders is at the startup point. This is why ActiveStartup Deluxe
offers users to perform virus check at startup and makes it possible to run,
stop, enable or disable any service that may be used by malicious software.
ActiveStartup Deluxe is capable of opening system utilities like RegEdit or
SysEdit, checking for "dead" files on the startup list or launching any appli-
cation. The program does not require any in-depth computer knowledge -
ActiveStartup comes with a simple clean interface, support for clipboard
and dragging & dropping, hotkey activation and other beginner-friendly op-
tions.

ActiveStartup Deluxe is very easy to operate. This tiny application (only
691 KiloBytes) has been awarded over a dozen prestigious awards including
a four-cow rating from TuCows. There is also another version of the pro-
gram with fewer features called ActiveStartup. The differences between
these two versions are available at [http://www.hexilesoft.com/windows%
20startup%20managers.html]. A 30-day trial version is available at
www.hexilesoft.com for evaluation purposes. ActiveStartup Deluxe 1.07 is
priced at $29.95 US Dollars per copy.

Any inquiry, please contact Oleksandr Svider at info@hexilesoft.com
Company website

[http://www.hexilesoft.com]

Product page

[http://www.hexilesoft.com/activestartupdx.html]

Download

[http://www.hexilesoft.com/files/activestartupdx.zip]

Buy link

[http://www.hexilesoft.com/purchase.html]

That's it for this month. Meet me here again next month if your editor permits. This
column is written to make user group members aware of special offers or freebies I have
found or arranged, and my comments should not be interpreted to encourage, or discour-
age, the purchase of any products, no matter how enthused I might sound. Bob (The
Cheapskate) Click [bobclick@mindspring.com]. Visit my Web site at [http://
www.dealsguy.com].




Note: Meeting Place:

North Canton Public Library
185 North Main Street

North Canton, OH 44720

[-77 Exit (Portage) turn EAST.

From Rt.77, take the Canal Fulton/North Canton Exit (Portage St.)

Head east on Portage St. (If traveling north, you will turn right. If traveling south, you will turn left.)
Follow Portage for approximately 1 1/4 miles to a sign that reads: "All thru traffic bear left."
Do not bear left. Continue straight on Portage until it dead-ends at Ream St.

Turn left on Ream. The Library is the 2nd building on your right. Small amount parking alongside and
more across the street at rear of building.

Upcoming Computer Shows:
Peter Trapp: NO SHOWS scheduled yet for year 2005

Contact ACPCUG Newsletter Editor:
New e-mail address: acpcugnews@yahoo.com

Club Officers area code 330, unless noted otherwise

President Frank Ramsey (2007) 6994711 aframsey@yahoo.com
VP, Community Liaison Rick Lubinski (2005) 928-7179 lubinski@bright.net
Secretary Walt Ruthenburg (2006) 283-7867 wruthenburg@usa.net
Assistant Treasurer Murray Davis (2006) 440-248- murray5050@yahoo.com
0021

Treasurer Jim Albright (2005) 923-8686 jra823a@netscape.net
Newsletter Editor Art McRowe 666-3189 acpcugnews@yahoo.com
VP, Software Evaluation Dave Bohm (2007) 762-6745 bohm320@aol.com




