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January 2006 
Program  
 
 
• Frank’s Freebies, cont. 

by Frank Ramsey 
• Q&A +  
• Report of APCUG Meet-

ing—by Frank Ramsey 
 

From the president 
  
It's been my privilege to be presi-
dent of the Akron Canton PC Users 
Group for the year 2005. 
  
As members who attended our 
December, 2005 meeting are 
aware,    the elections held 
brought some new members to 
the board starting in 2006.  We 
welcome Rick Beech and Stuart 
Banner to the board and look for-
ward to their ideas and participa-
tion. 
  
Leaving the board for the year of 
2006 is Rick Lubinski. Rick has 
been  involved with ACPCUG for at 
least 10 years. 
  
During this time, Rick has served 
as our president for multiple 
years,   community liaison, and 
publicity chairperson, and on nu-
merous special committees.  
  
Rick was directly responsible for 
obtaining a number of grants from 
which the club has profited. He 
wrote the grant applications and 
followed up on them. One grant 
went to assist in funding the com-
munity outreach education spon-
sored by the club at Saferstein 
Towers. Another grant provided us 
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with the video projector we use during our club meetings. 
  
Rick also gave numerous presentations to our members on software re-
views and other topics. 
  
We look forward to Rick's continuing involvement in our club. We'll not let 
you go away Rick. We need you! 
  
When you see Rick at either a club or board meeting, take a minute to say 
thank you to him for all he's done for ACPCUG. 
  
Frank Ramsey 
 
 

New ACPCUG Dues Structure 
 
As explained at the December monthly meeting, beginning immediately, we 
are lowering the dues to $12 per year. Also, dues are due on January 1st. 
 
Stripping away all the legal talk, we lighten the treasurer’s load by having 
all membership come due in January. Members who have had multiple year 
payments, just paid in the last ca. five months or so, or have other will get 
a break or justified credit. No money returned, just a generous credit. The 
treasurer will be sending invoices to those members with special situations. 
 
Any questions? See or talk to Rick Beech who is Assistant Treasurer while 
Jim Albright plays snowbird in Florida this winter (on his own money!). 
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From The DealsGuy For February 2006,  
by Bob (The Cheapskate) Click, Greater Orlando Computer Us-
ers Group. 
 
Want some trivia? We worked a trade show called Interservice/Industry 
Training, Simulation and Education Conference [http://www.iitsec.org] 
which is mostly a military show. Attendees include many high ranking mili-
tary officers and even congressmen. There were some army vehicles includ-
ing a training tank on display in the show. I saw a booth with all kinds of 
concave and warped type mirrors in it, but didn’t hear their uses. This was 
a place to see cutting edge technology, but I don’t have enough room here 
for the most interesting booths and there is probably limited interest in my 
trade show experiences. Primarily, the widest technology covered was 
simulation machines of all kinds all over the show floor. Unfortunately, I 
was unable to find time to try any of them. You name it, there was a simu-
lator. 
 
A reporter for the Orlando Sentinel wrote about talking to the CEO of a 
simulation company (VirTra Systems) with offices in Denver and Phoenix 
who mentioned that he intended to move his operation to Central Florida in 
sixty days. [http://www.virtrasystems.com] He stated “you’ve got to be 
here if you’re in the simulation industry.” Here is the trivia; the reporter 
said that central Florida is home to more than 140 simulation companies 
and they employ, directly or indirectly, over 17,000 people. Who would 
have thought that since this is assumed to be only an amusement park 
paradise. Another reporter for the Money section wrote about the competi-
tion for skilled employees all over central Florida by companies based here. 
 
I knew there were lots of companies oriented toward all kinds of electronics 
engineering here including a dozen laser light companies, many companies 
that provide engineering and manufacturing for the computer industry and 
many other high tech industries, but not about the simulation industry.  
 
It’s All About The Squeaky Wheel 
 
I was in line at Staples early Friday morning after Thanksgiving for some 
specials, but too far back to get all but one, a 512 meg USB Flash Drive for 
$19.95 before a ten dollar mail-in rebate. That night, I plugged it into the 
hub I always use and it gave me an error, but after a couple of minutes, it 
worked OK. However, soon another message told me there was not enough 
power from the hub and to plug it into the computer directly. I did that and 
still got an error message, but it worked after a couple minutes and I could 
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write to it. I have several USB flash drives and have never had that prob-
lem using that hub so I wanted to return it to Staples for an exchange.  The 
manager told me he would not exchange it at that price and that I would 
have to take the problem up with PNY who made it. When I insisted it was 
not right since that was the only one I had the problem with, he said I 
would have to pay the difference between the sale price and the posted 
price if I wanted another one, so I gave up. 
 
When I got home, I called PNY whose tech support took an indifferent atti-
tude about it and said there was nothing wrong with it if it would eventually 
work. However, he did finally admit that some might work better than oth-
ers, not that there would be anything wrong. I then called Staples Corpo-
rate office, and was transferred to the President’s office of customer rela-
tions who was sorry to hear what had happened at the Staples store, and 
apologized saying “that is not the way we do business” and kept me on the 
line while calling the store. When he returned, he said the manager was 
“apologetic” and assured me they would exchange my unit for a new one, 
which that manager had stated they did not have when I was in the store 
earlier for an exchange. 
 
Returning to the Staples store for the exchange, nobody seemed to know 
about it, but after my insistence, a lady went looking for the one they would 
hold for me. When she finally returned several minutes later, she did indeed 
have one and the exchange was short and sweet, but cool (“here”). The 
squeaky wheel syndrome worked. The new flash drive worked just fine, 
even in the hub, as I thought it would. I have since read that it is not rec-
ommended to use Flash drives in a hub, but I have used as many as two at 
one time in my hub, even with the power for it unplugged, with no problem 
because it is much easier than plugging them into the computer. 
 
Time To Do Your Taxes 
 
Remember that you can find out where the AARP volunteers are working on 
income taxes and get yours done there absolutely free, except under cer-
tain circumstances. It is admirable that those folks work for free on your 
behalf when they are actually mostly professional people who are taking 
time off from their normal job to help us. On the other hand, you can go to 
[http://www.taxact.com] and download Second Story Software’s free ver-
sion of Tax Act for doing your own tax return. It will pester you to upgrade 
to the paid version while you are inputting data, but it will still do yours free 
and will now also do the e-file for you free. Personally, I use the Deluxe 
version because I like the price at $12.95, and it includes other very helpful 
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features, one of which saves time on data input if you used it last year 
(important to me). 
 
Judy Taylour from APCUG notified most member user groups that Second 
Story Software will offer user group members a discount for purchasing Tax 
Act products. I can’t include the procedure here because they don’t want it 
posted on the Web, but I believe the Deluxe version would be just $9.95. 
Simply contact your group’s APCUG rep for the procedure for downloading 
Tax Act to the discounted shopping cart. Double check the prices including 
the Ultimate Bundle, depending on whether you need the state version or 
not. 
 
Build Your Own Web Site For Free! 
 
A friend, who said he had not tried it himself, but that it was well recom-
mended, referred this Web Site freebie for me to try. I have not 
downloaded it yet, but hope to check it out one of these days. I was a bit 
skeptical when I was told that one professional Webmaster chose it over 
the high end product he was already using, but what’s to lose when it’s 
free? Check out [http://www.nvu.com/] and see if it is anything you might 
like. They have versions for Windows, Mac and Linux, making it pretty ver-
satile. They say they are supported by Linspire and encourage you to sup-
port Linspire products. 
 

(Continued from page 4) 



6 

 
 

Note: Meeting Place: 
North Canton Public Library 
185 North Main Street 
North Canton, OH 44720 
 I-77 Exit (Portage) turn EAST. 
From Rt.77, take the Canal Fulton/North Canton Exit (Portage St.) 

Head east on Portage St. (If traveling north, you will turn right. If traveling south, you will turn left.) 
Follow Portage for approximately 1 1/4 miles to a sign that reads: "All thru traffic bear left."  
Do not bear left. Continue straight on Portage until it dead-ends at Ream St. 

Turn left on Ream. The Library is the 2nd building on your right. Small amount parking alongside and 
more across the street at rear of building. 

Contact ACPCUG Newsletter Editor: 
 New e-mail address:  acpcugnews@yahoo.com 

Club Officers    area code 330, unless noted otherwise 

President Frank Ramsey (2007) 699-4711 aframsey@yahoo.com 

Special Projects Stu Barnes  (2008)  864-9338 picture_professor@hotmail.com 

Secretary Walt Ruthenburg (2006)     283-7867 wruthenburg@usa.net 

Assistant Treasurer Rick Beech (2006) 620-3461 rpbeech@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Art McRowe 666-3189 acpcugnews@yahoo.com 

VP Dave Bohm (2007) 762-6745 bohm320@aol.com 

Treasurer Jim Albright (2008) 923-8686 jra823a@usa.com 


